Dear Club Members

By now you may have seen the headlines about the proposed mandatory pre-commitment
poker machine reforms, a deal struck between Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Tasmanian
Independent MP Andrew Wilkie as a condition for the Gillard Government to stay in power.

This mandatory pre-commitment scheme would see everyone playing a poker machine need
to register and use a card to play, whether or not you are a problem gambler.

Why are clubs against this proposal?

First, we do not believe this will help problem gamblers. There have been no trials in
Australia and the system has failed overseas. As gamblers choose their own limits, there is
nothing to stop problem gamblers from setting a limit of $1 million per day. Given the
government is only targeting poker machines, there is nothing to prevent a problem gambling
going online and playing unrestricted. Online gambling is open 24 hours a day; it provides no
jobs for Australians and no revenue to governments; and it encourages people to gamble on
credit — something prohibited for poker machines in clubs.

Secondly, the cost of this technology is extremely expensive. We estimate that it will cost at
least $3 billion dollars to implement over the next 2 to 3 years. Every machine will either need
to be replaced, or will need extensive hardware or software upgrades. Most clubs will not be
able to afford this.

Finally, recreational gamblers will not want to sign up, and will stop playing. This could
reduce club income by up to 40 per cent. This will have significant consequences for the
club’s future. It will affect how the club supports its local community. It could result in many
job losses. It could even result in the closure of this club. Problem gamblers need
intervention and counseling. They do not need a licence to punt.

Poker machines were not an issue at the federal election, and no one voted for these reforms.
This proposal is a one-size fits all solution that treats every poker machine player like they
need help. We believe the imposition on poker machine players is un-Australian.

We are asking you to support our protest of these p roposals by attending our rally on
Sunday 4™ December at 11am at the Norths Devils Leagues Club  Nundah and please
bring along your family and friends.

I hope you will join us in our fight as we tell our political representatives, our members and our
local communities what our clubs mean to Queensland and why Canberra should reject this
proposal.

Yours sincerely

John W Limbrick | CEO
Greenbank RSL Services Club Inc.
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